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INTRODUCTION

Standing as a

beacon of hope

amidst
federal harm

There was an unbelievable and unconscionable
defiance of decades of American environmental
leadership in 2025 that spanned Congress, the courts
and the presidency.

In just the first six months we saw the Department of
Energy claw back $8B in funding for projects to fight
climate change, the Supreme Court severely restrict
the scope of the National Environmental Policy Act,
and the Environmental Protection Agency roll back
protections from mercury and PFAS contamination.

The message was clear: we can no longer count on
the federal government to protect the air we breathe,
our water and the places we love. It's up to us.
Michigan is ours to protect.

Michiganders stepped up to the task. Our Legislature
enacted the largest transit funding package in state
history. The State Supreme Court upheld our nation-
leading PFAS protections and the state’s authority to
regulate concentrated animal feeding operations and
waste runoff. The Whitmer Administration rolled out
more than $26M in Renewable Ready Communities
grants to help local governments prepare for large-
scale energy projects.

In a burst of grassroots leadership, hundreds of
environmental organizations, leveraging the support
of thousands of Michiganders, increased their
commitment, their advocacy and their impact in
response. Protect the Porkies once again
safeguarded an iconic landscape from the threat of
mining expansion.

The Detroit Environmental Agenda (DEA) made our
issues a key factor in the city's council and
mayoral election.

The Cleanup Club and the Sierra Club drove the
introduction of an historic strategic approach to
protect the Great Lakes from microplastic.

And the Environmental Council was right there to help
bring these wins across the finish line, providing
critical cash prizes to support groups like Protect the
Porkies, publishing and promoting the DEA's 2025
Voter Guide, and lending key legislative support to
microplastics prevention efforts.

This kind of activism is crucial given the fight we have
ahead of us. The Trump Administration jumped into
2026 by eliminating human health risk considerations
from the assessment of environmental regulations
and repealing the endangerment finding that
anchored the regulation of greenhouse gases. This
assault will not stop. So we are going to have to fight
harder and smarter.

In 2026 the Council membership will build out the
Ours to Protect campaign—a multi-year, multifaceted
policy and programmatic effort to strengthen our
state-based response to federal retrenchment.

We're going to completely rethink Michigan's
environmental protection and conservation regime:
strengthening the rights of citizens and communities
to a clean environment, creating competitive
advantage for businesses that honor and adhere to
our environmental values, securing permanent funding
for essential agencies and programs, and modernizing
sanctions on polluters to deter repeat offenses and
put egregious bad actors out of business.

This is a huge and challenging effort in a comparatively
poor and politically purple state. But one thing has
always been true and continues to manifest in polling,
community conversations and local decision-making:
Michiganders hold their environmental and
conservation values deeply.

Whether we're conservative or liberal; black,
brown or white; urban, suburban or rural, we
share a belief in our obligation to protect the
air that fills our lungs, the water that gives us
life and the places that define our experiences
as Michiganders, from the neighborhood park
to a national forest.

In 2026, we lean into that solidarity. Together, with the
support of individuals, organizations and foundations,
our Council can ensure Michigan is a champion and not
a victim in this whirlwind time of change.

In Solidarity,

Conan Smith Melissa DeSimone
President & CEO Board Chair

Meet our Board of Directors

Melissa DeSimone, Chair & Member Representative,
Michigan Lakes & Streams Association

Dr. Michael Dorsey, Ph.D, Vice Chair & At-Large Director,
Arizona State University

Marie McCormick, Vice Chair & Member Representative,
Plymouth Pollinators

Christine Green, Vice Chair & At-Large Director
Selma Tucker, Treasurer & At-Large Director, GSO Solutions

Raquel Garcia, Secretary & Member Representative,
Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision

Alisha Bell, Member Representative,
Detroit Riverfront Conservancy

Elayne Coleman, Member Representative, Sierra Club of Michigan

Rebecca Esselman, Member Representative,
Huron River Watershed Council

Kerrin O’'Brien, Member Representative,
Michigan Recycling Coalition

Alicia Ping, At-Large Director, Adobe
Dr. Mozhgon Rajaee, Ph.D, At-Large Director, Oakland University
Thomas Schupbach, At-Large Director

Conan Smith, President & CEO

We thank Environmental Council board members who
completed their term of service in 2025: Tony Ambroza,
Jennifer McKay and Horst Schmidt



BY THE NUMBERS

2025

WINS BY THE NUMBERS

POLICY ADVOCACY

[right]

We presented former Michigan Governor
and U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer
Grandholm with the Milliken Award for
Environmental Leadership in August
2025 at our annual celebration.

4 2 3 M In excessive utility charges successfully challenged
and defeated on behalf of ratepayers

MOVEMENT BUILDING

1 1 7 Environmental and conservation organizations standing with the
Environmental Council as allied members.

COMMUNICATIONS

Visits to the Environmental Council website,
1 1 3 I 0 O o propelled by a robust and thriving digital

communications strategy.

DEVELOPMENT

4 3 8 Individual and corporate donors supporting the Environmental
Council’s work to drive lasting protections for Michigan.
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POLICY ADVOCACY

2025 was a challenging legislative year in Lansing. With Republicans

R a | |YI n g O u r a | | I e S controlling the House and Democrats the Senate—and polarization

running high at both the state and national level—major bipartisan
to help Michigan

withstand

cuts, rollbacks
and deep
polarization

At the same time, sweeping federal funding cuts, deregulation and
the dismantling of key environmental programs created new risks
for Michiganders and the places we love.

In response, the Council focused on strengthening the structures
that protect Michigan’s environment and communities. Our policy
and campaign teams worked to convene our allies and align
defensive strategies that help our movement withstand harmful
federal rollbacks, while also focusing on critical legislator education.

Even in a difficult political landscape, the work continued—and
progress was made on several key priorities.

Connecting lawmakers with
advocates & experts

A core pillar of our policy advocacy work is expanding
legislative knowledge about environmental issues. In 2025,
we hosted successful legislator education events, met
individually with lawmakers and shared our expert testimony
on numerous bills aimed at increasing protections.

May 7-8, 2025 - Lead Education Day - 61 volunteers took
both virtual and in-person meetings with 31 legislators to
educate them on the issue of lead exposures within homes.
Specific attention was given to additional funding for local
health departments, upcoming lead poisoning prevention
legislation, and the newly passed universal lead testing
requirements in the state.

November 12, 2025 - Plastics Education Day -

A diverse mix of 25 advocates, including scientists, students
and small business owners, met with 25 lawmakers from both
chambers and parties to discuss plastic pollution and share
information on the current policy initiatives.

Members of Parents for Healthy Homes pose for a picture before
speaking with lawmakers during Lead Education Day 2025

Securing Michigan’s largest
transit investment to-date

Our extensive advocacy with legislators and the administration
resulted in the largest state budget increase in local bus
operating (LBO) funding in recent history, from $226 million up
to $271 million. In addition, the newly created Neighborhood
Roads Fund (NRF) set aside $35M/year of additional LBO
funding and $65M/year for "high-capacity transit
infrastructure” over the next five years. Non-motorized trail
expansion and installation also received $5.3 million in funding.
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Flood Proof: standing Uy

united against federal harm

The Environmental Council along with key policy allies
like the Sierra Club and Michigan League of
Conservation Voters took swift action as federal
officials began efforts to unravel the fabric of our
national environmental protections, ‘Flood Proof,” a
two-part webinar series, informed Michiganders on how
federal environmental decisions impact the state's
people and places, how we can protect ourselves, and
how we can come together to aid the cause.

Later in the year we launched the Ours to Protect
project, bringing together experts and advocates
around the state in a series of six in-person events.
Over 300 participants engaged in critical conversations
about the emerging prevalence of data centers, erosion
of the Clean Water Act, PFAs contamination, CAFOs
and associated water monitoring in Michigan.
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Charlotte Jameson
Chief Policy Officer

“While our federal leaders are
determined to slash funding, cut
programs and green-light polluters,
it's up to us (and our allies, like you)
to defend our bedrock environmental
and climate goals, and fight for
critical state investments that
safeguard Michigan.”



Building
community and
connection to weave

many threads into a
strong rope

As a trusted convener for organizations across the state, the
Council continues to play a central role in bringing Michigan's
environmental community together. Grounded in shared values and
a collective commitment to protecting our air, water and the places
we love, our movement building work strengthened connections,
coordination and engagement across the network in 2025.

Across Michigan, smaller environmental and conservation groups
faced sudden funding freezes, program cuts, and even staffing
reductions. In response, organizations turned to one another—and
to the Council—to share information, coordinate strategies and
support the frontline leaders and communities most affected by
federal harm.

Soulidarity leaders enjoy a

trip to the Detroit Institute of
Arts with our BIPOC Leaders
Community of Practice.

Bill Wood

Movement
Building
Director

“Our members—especially
those representing
communities of color and
those already facing
injustice—are feeling the
effects of federal harm
firsthand. Our response is
rooted in listening,
convening and infusing
resources where we can.”

2025 ECOsystems Conference keynote speaker lan John Soloman
(left) and Environmental Council President & CEO, Conan Smith,

host a Q&A during the conference lunch hour.

Environmental Council Detroit Program Manager, Galen Hardy
(center), alongside members of the Detroit Environmental
Agenda, holding up the 2025 Detroit Voter Guide materials.

The Protet the Porkies coalition enjoys a working lunch at the
Environmental Council office during their advocacy day efforts at
the Capitol in July 2025.
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Connecting and learning at the
2nd annual ECOsystems Conference

The second annual ECOsystems Conference, held at Crystal
Mountain, brought together members from across the region for
several days of inspiration, collaboration, and community
building.

Participants engaged in thoughtful discussions about the
challenges and opportunities facing our movement, and left
energized by the exchange of ideas and the sense of collective
purpose. Highlights included lan John Soloman'’s inspiring and
thought provoking keynote, the celebration of our 2025 ECO
Innovation Prize winners and awarding of the Petoskey Prize to
Sara Bolan, steadfast volunteer and board member of AFFEW.

Three $10,000 awards were presented to member-led
organizations whose efforts are driving meaningful change:

¢ Policy Advocacy Prize: Huron River Watershed Council
¢ Grow the Movement Prize: Transportation Riders United
¢ Innovation Prize: Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition

Creating an environmental voter
guide for Detroiters

A central element of the Environmental Council’s Detroit Program
is a passionate and diverse coalition of environmental
organizations called the Detroit Environmental Agenda (DEA).

In 2025, we worked diligently with DEA members to create a
voter guide for the mayoral and city council elections. The guide
contained survey responses from nearly every candidate
regarding their positions on everything from citywide recycling
programs, to urban flooding, air quality concerns and more. This
critical resource for Detroit voters was distributed by the DEA in
digital and and print format in community spaces like libraries,
coffee shops, grocery stores and local neighborhood newsletters.

Catalyzing Protect the Porkies’ efforts

Thanks in part to their 2024 ECOsystem Prize and support from
collaborators Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior, the
Protect the Porkies coalition made the long trip from the U.P. to
Lansing in July to speak out against proposed public funding for
the Cooperwood mine project.

The Council proudly hosted this grassroots coalition of locals,
Indigenous water protectors and advocates fighting for the
future of the Porcupine Mountains at our Lansing office where
they prepped before heading to the Capital. The proposed mine
would extract copper near Michigan’s largest old-growth
wilderness and store waste just 2 miles away from Lake Superior,
raising serious concerns about long-term environmental and
community impacts.



Elevating stories
(and storytellers) to

cut through the
deluge of bad news

It was hard to escape the constant loop of doom and gloom
news in 2025—reports of entire federal departments being
dismantled, to footage of our top leaders shaking hands with
prolific polluters, to local coverage of community groups

grappling with funding cuts seemed to come weekly. So

cutting through the noise to engage our supporters with
meaningful policy updates and critical stories from the
movement presented a real challenge.

-~

It turns out the answer wasn't rooted in what we
were saying—it was who was saying it. In 2025 we
connected with new storytellers like never before,
creating uncommon collaborations so that our
important stories were getting out through the
lens of individuals, volunteers and frontline
community members from across our movement.

The result was powerful engagement and growth
across our platforms that will be critical to tap
into as we look to the hard work ahead.

“Michiganders are
hearing one clear story
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Reaching new heights with video storytelling

In 2025, our communications strategy had to adapt to the legislative
environment that dominated the year—delays and halts on some of our priority
work, and rapid response to the deep federal cuts. Not only did we meet the
moment, but we harnessed the power of high-value short-form video to surpass
on annual growth and engagement goals on our digital channels.

Our policy experts stepped in front of the camera to break down complex issues
—from CAFO pollution to shoreline protection—in ways that were accessible and
relevant to broader audiences. Growth extended across platforms, with monthly
engagement increasing more than sixfold. Instagram saw the largest audience
growth, increasing from just over 2,000 followers to nearly 6,000. And together
these social media wins drove over 113,000 visits to the Environmental Council
website so our supporters could learn more and get involved.

Environmental Council Climate & Energy
Policy Manager, Carlee Knott, recorded a
policy update from the Michigan Capitol.

Fostering collaborations with
Michigan-based “microinfluencers”

In December 2025, we teamed up with five Michigan-based
microinfluencers to produce a handful of short videos for the Ours to
Protect campaign, which maximized our project’s exposure to their
unique audiences. The project earned us over 60,000 views on
Instagram alone.

 lan John Soloman (pictured right) is a Detroiter and Emmy award-
winning outdoorsman who uses artistic platforms to foster greater
outdoor accessibility in communities of color.

¢ Hannah Tzides (pictured left) is founder of the Cleanup Club, an
Environmental Council member organization focused on addressing
the prevalence of microplastic pollution in Michigan.

e AbraBerens is a chef and culinary director who's passionate about
shaping healthy, holistic food systems to connect more Michiganders
with quality food.

e Megan Gilger is a certified permaculturist in Leelanau working to
envision and create net-positive landscapes.

e Alice Lyn is founder of Color Out Here, a Grand Rapids-based
community organization dedicated to supporting access to the
outdoors through public learning, representation and place.

from our national leaders:
the environment (and the
people affected) are
worth sacrificing. But we
tapped into stories that
combat that rhetoric and
showcase our team, allies
and advocates across
the state who are
standing up for our
communities and the
places we Iove‘" [right] Environmental Council Communications Director Grace Noyola presents

Director at the Michigan Lakes and Streams annual conference on the power of
effective storytelling.

Supporting our movement'’s
environmental communicators

For years, Michigan’s environmental movement has struggled to align
and amplify shared messages, with many organizations working in
silos and lacking dedicated communications staff. The Council
launched the ECO Comms Collective in late 2024—a digital
community within our broader ECOsystem designed to connect and
support environmental communicators across the state. In its first full
year, the program hosted monthly virtual gatherings on topics ranging
from using Al in communications to strengthening media strategies
and creating effective feedback systems. By the end of 2025, the
Collective had grown to 35 participants.

Grace Noyola
Communications




DEVELOPMENT

Fueling the work:
Our financial summary

Grants with 2025 Restrictions
65.2%

Grants for 2025 Operations
4.4%

Donations

REVENUE
$6,964,818

9.8%

Endowment Support
4.7%

Member Dues
0.3%

Fees, Interest & Misc. Income
2.7%

Government Contracts & Fees

Policy Advocacy
30.9%

Fiduciaries

EXPENSES
MO;;;EE% ;Afg;)nistration $ 6 , O 2 7 , -I -I 9

Communications

Development
9.3%
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Catalyzing revenue growth

. $7,000,000
over the last five years
. . . 6,000,000
Our strategic plan called for aggressive growth in e
organizational revenues to fund priority activities
. . $5,000,000
essential to our mission. Over the last three years,
we significantly grew both our grant income and $4.000,000
our individual and corporate donations while also T
creating new earned income strategies that are $3000,000
generating 5-7% of organizational income.
$2,000,000
$ 1,000,000
0

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

A Stronger Council:
Scaling Our Assets to

Meet the Moment

ASSETS

Unrestricted Cash $1,622,652
Grants Restricted Net Assets $1,558,844
Accounts Receivable $1,521,706
Other Current Assets $7,365
Building & Equipment Net-Unrestricted $738,226
Endowment Assets at Fair Market $3,124,021
[TOTAL $8,572,813 ]

2025 ANNUAL/;REP

o
S
<~ The 27 annual Milliken Award
Celebration, hosted for the first time at
the Rogel Ballroom at the University of
Michigan Union, was a record-setting

celebration, with 280 guests joining us.

LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable $264,544
Accrued Liabilities $75,135

Custodial Liabilities $271,796
TOTAL Liabilities $611,475
Grant Restricted Net Assets $1,558,844
Custodial Net Assets $3,519,294
Endowment Net Assets $2,127,181
Total Unrestricted Net Assets -$181,680
Change in Net Assets (Surplus) $937,699
‘ TOTAL Net Assets $7,961,338 ’
{ TOTAL Net Assets & Liabilities $8,572,813 ’

13



FRIENDS & PARTNERS
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Our friends and partners

GRANT SUPPORTERS

Annenberg Foundation

Crown Family Philanthopies
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
DTE Energy Foundation

Ecology Center

Energy Foundation
Environmental Defense Fund
Fred and Barbara Erb Family Foundation
Joyce Foundation

Kresge Foundation

Movement Strategy Center

Sally Mead Hands Foundation
United Health Equities

Wege Foundation

SUPPORTERS $20,000+

DTE Energy
Scott and Lanette Van Wagenen

SUPPORTERS $10,000-$19,999

Adobe Inc.

Ecology Center

Joel Huber

Kalsec, Inc.

Myers Family Foundation

Denis Pierce

Conan Smith

The Elizabeth, Allan and Warren Shelden Fund
Hon. Rebekah Warren

Hon. Alima Wheeler Smith

SUPPORTERS $5,000-$9,999

Ben and Gretchen Birkbeck

The Block Foundation

Richard and Mary Bower

Cherry Republic

Dr. Michael K. Dorsey

Emma White Research

Longfield Family Charitable Foundation

Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Newman Family Foundation

William Phillips & Marianne Udow-Phillips
Thomas Schupbach and Kathy Songer
Troposphere Legal

Paul Schutt and Grace Wang

Hon. Nancy Wheeler

SUPPORTERS $1,000-$4,999

Alliance for the Great Lakes

Tony Ambroza

Margaret Baxter

Jan Benson and Nancy Whitelaw

Elaine Biddle

Thomas Black and Marsha Ackermann

Janis Bobrin and Michael Allemang

Joe and Maria Bower

Donald Brown

Douglas and Susan Burns

Charles and Susan Buxton

Columbia Asset Management

Matthew and Karen Cullen

Martha Darling and Gilbert Omenn

Larry Deck and Patricia Frey

Delta Dental

Steve and Judy Dobson

Juanita Evans

Five Lakes Energy

Dave Flesher and Carol Gagliardi

Marlene Fluharty

Bruce and Dale Frankel

Dave Friedrichs

Garden Club of Michigan

Green Brick Foundation

Ginger Snap Fund/ The Chicago
Community Foundation

Brewster and Anne Gere

Kathleen Glass

Louis Glazer

Elizabeth Goodenough and James Leaf

Christopher and Elaine Graham

Peter Granda

Christine and Philip Green

Steve and Shelia Hamp

Malcolm and Pat Hickok

Hon. Paul and Nancy Hillegonds

Cynthia Kamp

Hon. Donna Lasinski

Bruce Martin and Vicki Nelson
Jeffrey Masters

Michigan Lakes and Streams Association
Robert Murillo and Brandon Riley
The Nature Conservancy

Tom and Jill Newhouse

Arthur Nusbaum

Ellen Offen

Oil & Water Don't Mix

Dennis Pace and Anne Grofvert
Petoskey Plastics

Alicia Ping

John Pollack and Allie Dorsky
Lana and Henry Pollack

Bonnie Reece

Richard Rediske

Sisters of the Imaculate Heart of Mary
Steelcase, Inc.

The Stewardship Network

Timon Tesar

Lyke Thompson

Triford Foundation

Selma Tucker

Rich and Susan Vander Veen
James Warner and Judith Wells
Jeff Williams and Joy Whitten
Tom and Anne Woiwode

SUPPORTERS $500-$999

Vic and Michelle Adamo
Patricia and Scott Baldwin
Jim Bergman and Penny Hommel
Lauren Bigelow

Marcus Bodner

Carol Brand

Cheri Buchbinder

Margaret Buttenheim
Rivenoak Law Group P.C.
Susan Callahan

Capitol Services, Inc.

Sanjiv Sinha/CIS

Rob and Diane Collier

Melissa and Craig DeSimone
Tracy Dobson and Oscar Kent
Sandy and Jerry Draheim
Hon. Gretchen Driskell

15



16

FRIENDS & PARTNERS

SUPPORTERS $500-$999, CONTD

M. Brennan Farrell

Tara and Tim Fischer

Ross and Allie Gavin

Susan Harris

John Hunting

Elaine Sterrett Isely and Paul Isely
Rachel Kaplan

Steve and Judy Kesler

Katherine and Christopher Kwon
Deborah LaBelle

Mary Mattson

Larry Mawby and Lois Bahle

Terry McGovern and Carol Paine-McGovern
Bob Martel and Lisa Sessa

Maureen Martin and Michael Penskar
Tom Porter

Evan Pratt and Ann Taylor-Pratt
Steven and Robin Read

Saugatuck Coastal Dunes Alliance
Larry Schmitt

Christopher Smith

Michael Staebler and Jennifer Poteat
Stryker

Matthew Swanson and Cindy Visscher
Sally Talberg

Mary Lou Tanton

Laura and Tom Trudeau

Mary Zatina

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS

Porter and Anita Abbott
Heather Allen

Jacob Anderson

William Arnold and Lisa Knowles
Karen Athan

Nicole Alequin-Avilés

Josey Ballenger and Scott Tucker
Paul Banner

Richard Barron

Wolfgang Bauer

Terese and Corey Bertcher

Tom and Molly Bissonnette
Adella Blain

Catherine Blake

Nancy Boyce

Lynne Boyd

Elizabeth Boyd

Sarah Branch

Amelia Brinkerhoff

Beau Brockett

David Broner

Barbara and David Brose
Earl Brown

Linda Bruin

James Bull

Susie Cannell and Bruce Wallace
Richard Carlisle
Meghann Carr

Logan Chadde

Sue and Richard Chase
Caleb Chavez

Hon. John Cherry

and Hon. Pam Faris
Abigail Clark

Liesl Clark

Merry Clark

Mary Clausen

Ronald Cleveland

James Clift and Wendi Tilden
Detroit City FC

Henry Crown & Co.
Elayne Coleman

Derrick Collins

Hon. Jennifer Conlin
Thomas Connolly

Krista Gjestland

Public Sector Consultants
Spencer Cook

Rebecca Esselman

John Covert

Susan Creager

Charles and Pat Cubbage
Kimberli Cumming
Nicholas Dahlin

Carol and Paul Dahlmann
Crystal Davis and Tim Koenning
Cloey Deglopper

Dianne DeMay

Elizabeth Del Buono
Margaret Demmon
David Dempsey

Lynsii Dietrich

Kevin Dingle

Suzanne Dixon

Melissa Dobson

Mary Jo Durivage
Rachelle Dwaihy
Katherine Dwyer
Catherine Dyer

Debra Edson

Lara Edwards

Michael Eliasohn

Sandra Sorini-Elser

Rich Fein

Nancy Fenton

Connie and Steve Ferguson
Dawn Fleming

Betsy Foote and Tom Gebhardt
Bruce and Mary Sue Forni

Mary Fredricks

James Frey

Mary Frey

Friends of the Rogue

Cody Gallagher

Bin Gao

Raquel Garcia

David Gard and Gwen Whittenbaum
Felicia Garzoni

Marilyn and Robert Geil

Karen Gentry

Susanne Greenlee

David and Dottie Gubow

Hugh and Daphney Gurney
James Hallock

Bendek Hansen

Susan Harris

Susan Harrison and Jeffrey Price
John Hartig

Haslett East Lansing Dental Health & Wellness
Simon Hawthorne

John Hazewinkel

Joel Heeres

David Henderson

Vicky Henry and John Kerr
Laura Herberg

Steve Herrell

Janet Hershberger

Jim Hewitt

John Hieftje and Kathryn Goodson
Arthur Hirsch

Andrew and Terry Hogarth
David Howell

Anton Hufford

Don Inman

Kyle Irwin

Wilton Jackson

Mark Jenness

Robert St. John

Kent and Mary Johnson

Hon. Lynn Jondahl and Judith Martin
Patti Judson

Larry Junck and Robbi Duda
Jim Justice

David and Mary Ann Justin
Joel M. Kahaner

Dorothy Kasunic

Kelly Keenan

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS, CONTD

Adam Kennedy and Sheri Rhoads
Barbara Kessler and Richard Soble
Joan Khaled

Tamara El-Khoury

Abigail King

Jeff and Lea Kingzett

Patrick Klavon

Rachel Kleinke

Carlee Knott

Gloria Koch

Elizabeth Kordt

Christine Kosmowski

Ann and Richard Kraft

Jessi Krupsky

Kathleen and Joseph Kubis
Elizabeth Kuelbs

Carol and Craig Kuesel

Tom and Heidi Kussurelis

Rex LaMore

Jeannine LaPrad and David Dickinson
Bill Latka

Marilyn Latterman

Ted and Wendy Lawrence
Jerold and Judie Lax

Steven Liedel

Connie Lilley

Alan Lipson and Judith Harris
David Lossing

Gay MacGregor

Christina Macholan

Kate Madigan and Ross Hammersley
lan Magnuson

Tim Marshall

Hon. David Maturen

Gerard and Rose Matuszak
Mary Mazur

Celeste McClellan and Barbara Zmich
Sharon McGladdery

Sarah McLusky

Natalie McQuade

Jim Meenahan

Grace Menzel and JB McCombs
Jacob Meschke

Harvey Michaels

Michigan Resource Stewards
Krista Mickelson Beachnau
Karen Milczynski

Angelica Miller

Kate Miller

Wanda Miller

Carla Walker-Miller

William Milliken, Jr.

Jonathan Miner

Leah Monger

Charles Monsma

Jason Morgan

Jacqueline Mullen

Colleen and Emmett Mulligan
Lorelei Muniz and James Anderson
Cristen Mushong

Emily Newhouse

Emily Nietering

John Nitschke

Bethany Nixon

Grace Noyola

Margaret O'Dell and Alexander Sharp
Virginia Orabone

Sylvia Ordufo

James and Emily Ostrowski
Louise Ott

Jeannine Palms

Deborah Panush

Donna and Theo Papatheodoropoulos
Robert Parrish

Sam Passmore and Kelly Thomas
Bill Rastetter and Cary Weed
Kathy Peters

P.J. Petitpren

Julie Petrik

Latonia Phillips

Samantha Pickering

Daniel Portnov

Gwendolyn Prellwitz

Stanley Pruss

Ann Pylman

Dawn Querns

Mozhgon Rajaee

Joe Randall

Claudia Rast

Valerie Reed

Barbara Reed and Philip Zazove
Mary Ann Renz

Mark and Susan Richardson
David Richter

Daniel Rivkin

Wendy Sylvester-Rowan and Jake Rowan

Bill Rustem

Frank and Diane Ruswick

Chuck and Lynn Sandro

Philip Sands and Gina McGovern
Lauren Sargent

Darren Schaaf

Eric and Nancy Schertzing
Kathy Schoen

Harald Schoeppner

Gregory Seaman and Heather McNamara

John Shreves
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Mike Shriberg
Sandra and Richard Simon
Gary Siorek
Dana Smith
Jessica Smith
Phyllis E. Smith
Richard Smith
Robert and Chrissy Smith
Daniel Sommerville
Kris Spaulding
Phyllis Stanton
Daniel Steen
Michael Steinberg and
Sharon Gold-Steinburg
Kristin Stone
Kathleen Straus and Walter Shapero
Ben Strege/Paddle Planner, LLC
Bernice Sullivan
Becky Swank
Trevor Thomas
Michael Tolonen
Mary and Ronald Tonneberger
Total Quality Logistics
Grant and Mary Trigger
Amy Trotter
Laura Turner
United Way of South Central Michigan
University of Michigan School for the
Environment and Sustainability
Alexandria Vallis
Jean Vargas
Sherry Viola
Jeffry Vornhagen
Kim Waldo and Mary Nehra Waldo
Carla Walker-Miller
Chris Walkons
Bruce Wallace and Susie Cannell
Gail Walter
Anna and John Warren
Ross Whaley
William and Stephanie Whitbeck
Eboni White
Jim White
John and Deanah White
Thomas Wilczak
Natalie Winter
Trent and Brigitte Wolf
Roger Wykes Il
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FRIENDS & PARTNERS

Our ECOsystem (members)

Alliance for the Great Lakes

AFFEW: Friends for the Environment
ACCESS

Adrian Dominican Sisters

Alliance to Halt Fermi 3

Anglers of the Au Sable

Beaver Island Conservancy

Citizens for a Clean & Safe

Lake Superior

Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical
Contamination

Citizens’ Climate Lobby

Clean Water Action - Michigan
CLEARCorps Detroit

Climate Cabinet

Clinton River Watershed Council
Coalition to Save the Menominee River
Council of the Great Lakes Region
Detroit 2030 District

Detroit Bird Alliance

Detroit Greenways Coalition

Detroit Riverfront Conservancy
Detroit Wayne County Port Authority
Detroiters Working for
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Michigan Botanical Society

Michigan Climate Action Network
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Michigan Waterfront Alliance
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Mighty Earth

National Parks Conservation Association
National Resources Defense Council
National Wildlife Federation

Newaygo County Environmental Coalition
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Action Council

OxFam America

Peoples’ Water Board Coalition

PFAS Alliance

Planet Detroit

Plymouth Pollinators

Rails to Trails Conservancy
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Saginaw Community Alliance

for the People

Sahayata Balamitra Charitable Trust
Sanctuary Farms

Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance
Scenic Michigan

Sierra Club Michigan Chapter

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary

Solve X for Impact Corporation
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision
Strategic Alliance CDC

Superior Watershed Partnership

Take Action Global

The Cleanup Club

The Conservancy Initiative

The Stewardship Network

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council
Transportation Riders United

Treeline Conservancy

Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition
Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy
Van Buren Climate Action Team

Voices for Carbon Neutrality

West Michigan Environmental Action Council
Zero Waste Detroit

ZeroWaste.Org

jon kent is co-founder of Sanctuary Farms,

an urban farm in Detroit who became an
Environmental Council member in 2025.
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	PROTECTING WHAT IS
	INTRODUCTION
	Standing as a beacon of hope

	amidst federal harm
	There was an unbelievable and unconscionable defiance of decades of American environmental leadership in 2025 that spanned Congress, the courts and the presidency.
	In just the first six months we saw the Department of Energy claw back $8B in funding for projects to fight climate change, the Supreme Court severely restrict the scope of the National Environmental Policy Act, and the Environmental Protection Agency roll back protections from mercury and PFAS contamination.
	The message was clear: we can no longer count on the federal government to protect the air we breathe, our water and the places we love. It’s up to us. Michigan is ours to protect.
	Michiganders stepped up to the task. Our Legislature enacted the largest transit funding package in state history. The State Supreme Court upheld our nation-leading PFAS protections and the state’s authority to regulate concentrated animal feeding operations and waste runoff. The Whitmer Administration rolled out more than $26M in Renewable Ready Communities grants to help local governments prepare for large-scale energy projects.
	In a burst of grassroots leadership, hundreds of environmental organizations, leveraging the support of thousands of Michiganders, increased their commitment, their advocacy and their impact in response. Protect the Porkies once again safeguarded an iconic landscape from the threat of mining expansion.
	The Detroit Environmental Agenda (DEA) made our issues a key factor in the city's council and  mayoral election.
	This is a huge and challenging effort in a comparatively poor and politically purple state. But one thing has always been true and continues to manifest in polling, community conversations and local decision-making: Michiganders hold their environmental and conservation values deeply.
	Whether we're conservative or liberal; black, brown or white; urban, suburban or rural, we share a belief in our obligation to protect the air that fills our lungs, the water that gives us life and the places that define our experiences as Michiganders, from the neighborhood park to a national forest.
	In 2026, we lean into that solidarity. Together, with the support of individuals, organizations and foundations, our Council can ensure Michigan is a champion and not a victim in this whirlwind time of change.
	In Solidarity,
	The Cleanup Club and the Sierra Club drove the introduction of an historic strategic approach to protect the Great Lakes from microplastic.
	And the Environmental Council was right there to help bring these wins across the finish line, providing critical cash prizes to support groups like Protect the Porkies, publishing and promoting the DEA's 2025 Voter Guide, and lending key legislative support to microplastics prevention efforts.
	This kind of activism is crucial given the fight we have ahead of us. The Trump Administration jumped into 2026 by eliminating human health risk considerations from the assessment of environmental regulations and repealing the endangerment finding that anchored the regulation of greenhouse gases. This assault will not stop. So we are going to have to fight harder and smarter.
	In 2026 the Council membership will build out the Ours to Protect campaign–a multi-year, multifaceted policy and programmatic effort to strengthen our state-based response to federal retrenchment.
	We're going to completely rethink Michigan's environmental protection and conservation regime: strengthening the rights of citizens and communities to a clean environment, creating competitive advantage for businesses that honor and adhere to our environmental values, securing permanent funding for essential agencies and programs, and modernizing sanctions on polluters to deter repeat offenses and put egregious bad actors out of business.

	Melissa DeSimone
	Conan Smith

	Meet our Board of Directors
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT
	BY THE NUMBERS

	2025
	WINS BY THE NUMBERS
	POLICY ADVOCACY

	$423M
	In excessive utility charges successfully challenged and defeated on behalf of ratepayers
	MOVEMENT BUILDING

	117
	Environmental and conservation organizations standing with the Environmental Council as allied members.
	COMMUNICATIONS

	113,000
	Visits to the Environmental Council website, propelled by a robust and thriving digital communications strategy.
	DEVELOPMENT

	438
	Individual and corporate donors supporting the Environmental Council’s work to drive lasting protections for Michigan.
	POLICY ADVOCACY


	Rallying our allies to help Michigan

	withstand cuts, rollbacks and deep polarization
	Connecting lawmakers with advocates & experts
	Securing Michigan’s largest transit investment to-date
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT

	Flood Proof: standing united against federal harm
	Charlotte Jameson
	Chief Policy Officer


	“While our federal leaders are determined to slash funding, cut programs and green-light polluters, it’s up to us (and our allies, like you) to defend our bedrock environmental and climate goals, and fight for critical state investments that safeguard Michigan.”
	MOVEMENT BUILDING
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT
	Soulidarity leaders enjoy a trip to the Detroit Institute of Arts with our BIPOC Leaders Community of Practice.


	Connecting and learning at the  2nd annual ECOsystems Conference
	The second annual ECOsystems Conference, held at Crystal Mountain, brought together members from across the region for several days of inspiration, collaboration, and community building.
	Participants engaged in thoughtful discussions about the challenges and opportunities facing our movement, and left energized by the exchange of ideas and the sense of collective purpose. Highlights included Ian John Soloman’s inspiring and thought provoking keynote, the celebration of our 2025 ECO Innovation Prize winners and awarding of the Petoskey Prize to Sara Bolan, steadfast volunteer and board member of AFFEW.
	Three $10,000 awards were presented to member-led organizations whose efforts are driving meaningful change:
	Policy Advocacy Prize: Huron River Watershed Council
	Grow the Movement Prize: Transportation Riders United
	Innovation Prize: Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition

	Building  community and connection to weave

	many threads into a strong rope
	Bill Wood
	Movement Building Director

	Creating an environmental voter guide for Detroiters
	A central element of the Environmental Council’s Detroit Program is a passionate and diverse coalition of environmental organizations called the Detroit Environmental Agenda (DEA).
	In 2025, we worked diligently with DEA members to create a voter guide for the mayoral and city council elections. The guide contained survey responses from nearly every candidate regarding their positions on everything from citywide recycling programs, to urban flooding, air quality concerns and more. This critical resource for Detroit voters was distributed by the DEA in digital and and print format in community spaces like libraries, coffee shops, grocery stores and local neighborhood newsletters.

	“Our members—especially those representing communities of color and those already facing injustice—are feeling the effects of federal harm firsthand. Our response is rooted in listening, convening and infusing resources where we can.”
	Catalyzing Protect the Porkies’ efforts
	Thanks in part to their 2024 ECOsystem Prize and support from collaborators Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior, the Protect the Porkies coalition made the long trip from the U.P. to Lansing in July to speak out against proposed public funding for the Cooperwood mine project.
	The Council proudly hosted this grassroots coalition of locals, Indigenous water protectors and advocates fighting for the future of the Porcupine Mountains at our Lansing office where they prepped before heading to the Capital. The proposed mine would extract copper near Michigan’s largest old-growth wilderness and store waste just 2 miles away from Lake Superior, raising serious concerns about long-term environmental and community impacts.
	As a trusted convener for organizations across the state, the Council continues to play a central role in bringing Michigan’s environmental community together. Grounded in shared values and a collective commitment to protecting our air, water and the places we love, our movement building work strengthened connections, coordination and engagement across the network in 2025.
	Across Michigan, smaller environmental and conservation groups faced sudden funding freezes, program cuts, and even staffing reductions. In response, organizations turned to one another—and to the Council—to share information, coordinate strategies and support the frontline leaders and communities most affected by federal harm.
	COMMUNICATIONS
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT

	Reaching new heights with video storytelling
	In 2025, our communications strategy had to adapt to the legislative environment that dominated the year—delays and halts on some of our priority work, and rapid response to the deep federal cuts. Not only did we meet the moment, but we harnessed the power of high-value short-form video to surpass on annual growth and engagement goals on our digital channels.
	Our policy experts stepped in front of the camera to break down complex issues—from CAFO pollution to shoreline protection—in ways that were accessible and relevant to broader audiences. Growth extended across platforms, with monthly engagement increasing more than sixfold. Instagram saw the largest audience growth, increasing from just over 2,000 followers to nearly 6,000. And together these social media wins drove over 113,000 visits to the Environmental Council website so our supporters could learn more and get involved.

	Elevating stories  (and storytellers) to

	cut through the     deluge of bad news
	It was hard to escape the constant loop of doom and gloom      news in 2025—reports of entire federal departments being          dismantled, to footage of our top leaders shaking hands with              prolific polluters, to local coverage of community groups                grappling with funding cuts seemed to come weekly. So                  cutting through the noise to engage our supporters with                     meaningful policy updates and critical stories from the                        movement presented a real challenge.
	Fostering collaborations with Michigan-based “microinfluencers”
	In December 2025, we teamed up with five Michigan-based microinfluencers to produce a handful of short videos for the Ours to Protect campaign, which maximized our project’s exposure to their unique audiences. The project earned us over 60,000 views on Instagram alone.
	Ian John Soloman (pictured right) is a Detroiter and Emmy award-winning outdoorsman who uses artistic platforms to foster greater outdoor accessibility in communities of color.
	Hannah Tzides (pictured left) is founder of the Cleanup Club, an Environmental Council member organization focused on addressing the prevalence of microplastic pollution in Michigan.
	Abra Berens is a chef and culinary director who’s passionate about shaping healthy, holistic food systems to connect more Michiganders with quality food.
	Megan Gilger is a certified permaculturist in Leelanau working to envision and create net-positive landscapes.
	Alice Lyn is founder of Color Out Here, a Grand Rapids-based community organization dedicated to supporting access to the outdoors through public learning, representation and place.
	It turns out the answer wasn’t rooted in what we    were saying—it was who was saying it. In 2025 we     connected with new storytellers like never before,     creating uncommon collaborations so that our      important stories were getting out through the       lens of individuals, volunteers and frontline       community members from across our movement.
	The result was powerful engagement and growth      across our platforms that will be critical to tap     into as we look to the hard work ahead.

	Grace Noyola
	Communications Director

	“Michiganders are hearing one clear story from our national leaders: the environment (and the people affected) are worth sacrificing. But we tapped into stories that combat that rhetoric and showcase our team, allies and advocates across the state who are standing up for our communities and the places we love.”
	Supporting our movement’s environmental communicators
	For years, Michigan’s environmental movement has struggled to align and amplify shared messages, with many organizations working in silos and lacking dedicated communications staff. The Council launched the ECO Comms Collective in late 2024—a digital community within our broader ECOsystem designed to connect and support environmental communicators across the state. In its first full year, the program hosted monthly virtual gatherings on topics ranging from using AI in communications to strengthening media strategies and creating effective feedback systems. By the end of 2025, the Collective had grown to 35 participants.

	Fueling the work:

	Our financial summary
	REVENUE $6,964,818
	EXPENSES $6,027,119
	A Stronger Council: Scaling Our Assets to Meet the Moment
	Catalyzing revenue growth over the last five years
	LIABILITIES
	Our strategic plan called for aggressive growth in organizational revenues to fund priority activities essential to our mission. Over the last three years, we significantly grew both our grant income and our individual and corporate donations while also creating new earned income strategies that are generating 5-7% of organizational income.

	ASSETS


	FRIENDS & PARTNERS
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT
	Our friends

	and partners
	GRANT SUPPORTERS
	SUPPORTERS $1,000-$4,999
	SUPPORTERS $20,000+
	SUPPORTERS $10,000-$19,999
	SUPPORTERS $500-$999
	SUPPORTERS $5,000-$9,999

	FRIENDS & PARTNERS
	SUPPORTERS $500-$999, CONTD
	ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT
	ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS, CONTD
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