
Power 
Partnership

IN

2024 ANNUAL REPORT 



M I C H I G A N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O U N C I L  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4

02 03

Incremental steps today, 
Michigan had a rare opportunity to make
profound change. After years of incremental
progress, we felt we had the champions
within the Legislature to get bold bills passed
into law.

Instead, key lawmakers watered down our
efforts with corporate kowtowing. Then they
flat-out refused to show up and vote. This
failure to serve the people was like nothing
my team and I had ever witnessed.

Now, thousands of septic systems will
continue to leak. Pollution will proliferate.
Bottles and cans will continue to be tossed.
Transit will continue to be underfunded. It will
all happen as a federal administration strips
our environmental departments bare and
new Michigan House leadership appears
content to do nothing about it.

Yet, I still have hope. It quivered, but it’s still
there, because all I need to do is turn toward
my teammates and our members.

I think of our Michigan Alliance for the Lead
Safe Homes, whose 200 members spent
over a decade turning our state from an
infamous place for lead poisoning into a
national leader at ending it.

I think of our climate team, who helped turn
a clean energy future from a pipe dream 20
years ago to something inevitable 20 years
from now.

These efforts began and ran as incremental
approaches. Hundreds of people would work
and work for a bit of good news against a
deluge of bad. And they’d do this and do this
—building up support and research and
funds—until suddenly everything changed.

So as I think of the real frustrations in 2024, 
I think of all we will gain ahead, as much as it
literally hurts us not to have it. Environmental
progress is undeniable and our state is
grounded in environmentalism, conscious
and subconscious. 

Our team has a three-pronged plan of action
to protect clean water. Our transportation
team sees an opportunity to add transit
investments into road funding. Our recycling
team has the power of the populace on its
side. And we all have the movement, the
relentless incremental progress and people
like you to see them through.

Students tend to reach out to me, some for
projects; others, career advice. The final
question many seem to ask is how I grapple
with our seemingly ominous 
environmental future.

They’re often surprised and reassured when I
tell them I feel better about our air, water and
beloved places now that I work day in and
out protecting it.

Before, I would hear blips of good news
amidst a deluge of bad. I often wouldn’t know
what would come of the good. Between the
good and the bad, I assumed progress wasn’t
happening—and I was a journalist, mind you,
more attuned to the news than most.

Now, in my five years at the Environmental
Council, I see progress happening every day
and great people making it happen. Here’s 
a sampler.

My coworkers Trent and Conan spent two
years coming together with grocers and
recyclers and drink distributors to make our
beloved bottle deposit system better.

Our water team—Megan, Emily and Reese—
worked with our members and elected
officials across the state to make the biggest
push yet to better protect our waters 
from pollution.

And my transportation teammate Ross
joined grassroots groups to help legislators
establish the first-ever transit taskforce, a
bipartisan group driven by data and heart.

Our policy team is the largest and most well-
reputed of its kind for a reason. They ground
themselves in science, negotiation and
open-armed organizing. Still, all those efforts
above failed. They were left dead in the
water In Michigan at the tail-end of 2024.

B Y  B E A U  B R O C K E T T  J R . ,  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  M A N A G E R

I see progress happening
every day and great
people making it happen.

Photo courtesy of Bees in the D. Photo courtesy of Detroiters Working for Enviro. Justice. 

big changes tomorrow
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The Environmental
Council Is still the only
voice of all of the
organizations, the only
group that really can
bring them together.
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Giving is a family matter

Tom also believed that as a small foundation,
it was important to focus on a particular
problem area in order to make the largest
impact. After learning that less than ten
percent of philanthropic dollars support
environmental causes, he committed to
doing his part to protect the Great Lakes and
support climate action. The Foundation even
helped found the Michigan Climate Action
Network, an Environmental Council member
that amplifies, connects and supports
Michiganders who are fighting for a resilient
climate future.

The Porter Family Foundation has also
committed a minimum of 25 percent of its
annual grantmaking to black, indigenous,
people of color (BIPOC) and disadvantaged
communities, and made a grant to the
Environmental Council to establish a
Community of Practice for BIPOC
Environmental nonprofit leaders. Why? Tom
wanted to find a way to help environmental
organizations attract and retain people of
color to leadership positions.

“The environmental movement was not
focused on diversity until relatively recently,
so they didn’t work to ensure that all of the
people they serve were represented in their
teams or their advocacy,” Tom said.

This is problematic because BIPOC communities
and leaders have been pivotal in Michigan’s
environmental movement for decades. From
fighting for environmental justice in Detroit’s
most polluted neighborhoods to demanding
clean water in Flint, BIPOC-led organizations and
activists have long been at the forefront of the
fight for equitable environmental policies. 

Now in its second year, this initiative brought
BIPOC executive directors of environmental
organizations together to share best practices,
identify common goals and learn from each
other. This Community of Practice helps ensure
the environmental movement is welcoming and
accessible. 

From his days of studying plants with his father
to now running a family foundation that
supports environmental work across Michigan,
Tom is using his philanthropy to do, in his words,
"what I think people need to do for one another." 

To build a powerful environmental movement
here in Michigan, we need passionate people like
Tom (and you!) to put critical resources in the
hands of change makers. Together, we can turn
passion into action and ensure Michigan thrives
for generations to come.

Instead of throwing a ball with his dad as a
boy, Tom Porter and his father, a botanist,
would go look at plants. They would garden.
Young Tom didn’t love it at the time but it
inspired and grew a lifelong love and
appreciation of the natural world. So it is
no surprise that today, the retired venture
capitalist has focused his time and
philanthropy on supporting 
environmental causes. 

At a time in his life when he was easing out of
his business career and transitioning to “the
third act of one’s life,” Tom Porter joined the
Environmental Council Board of Directors,
driven by a belief that the environment
should have a seat at the tables where policy
decisions are being made.

“The Environmental Council is still the only
voice of all of the organizations, the only

group that really can bring them together.”
Tom said. “The power of that is really terrific.”

Two decades after serving on our board, 
the Ann Arbor resident is still involved,
supporting the Environmental Council
through The Porter Family Foundation 
which he created in 1998. Together with 
the Foundation’s two other directors, Tom’s
children, Jessica Porter and Jason Porter, the
Foundation has made grants to 28 different
organizations focused on environmental
issues and climate action in Michigan. 

“It is a family foundation in the truest sense
of the word, Tom said. I truly wanted a family
commitment to philanthropy and giving back,
and this is a way for us to come together as
a family to do some good.”

B Y  T A M A R A  E L - K H O U R Y ,  D E V E L O P M E N T  M A N A G E R

DONOR PROFILE

Tom Porter, Director, The Porter Family Foundation

Tom Porter -
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Answering the call 
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But that increase in dues came with an
increase in benefits, including our annual
ECOsystems Conference, creative cash
prizes to help members pursue exciting small
projects, collaborative opportunities within a
private digital community and more.

The conference earned high praise from our
members, earning 94 registrants and a 94%
attendance rate. To close the event out we
awarded three members with $10,000
“ECOprizes” to advance a project of their
choice. One winner, the Upper Peninsula
Environmental Coalition, even used that prize
as part of the Protect the Porkies advocacy
efforts, earning a win in late 2024 as they
blocked Highland Copper from obtaining the
support needed to ramp up mining efforts in
the U.P. 

Day-to-day, our movement building work
includes integrating their work and stories
into collaborative grant projects, providing
fiscal sponsorship to some members, telling
the stories of our members, attending events
that showcase the local impact of our people
and more.

Bit by bit, we’re living up to our dream of
being a hub–a true resource—for this
impressive and talented movement. And
other organizations are noticing. 

Grosse Ile Nature and Land Conservancy
(GINLC) joined us in 2024 after meeting our
team at the State of the Strait Conference
hosted at the University of Windsor. 

GINLC works to preserve the natural water
and land of their community in perpetuity.
They can’t participate in political activities,
but our team helped them realize that
doesn’t mean they can’t join a movement to
push broad action forward. 

“We feel we can make a difference locally,
but alliances that influence policies can have
a broader impact,” said GINLC President Paul
Gloor. “We decided to join as a member
because it gives us a springboard to amplify
our impact at the state and even federal
level.” And Paul noted, “It’s a concerning time
to be an environmental advocate.” 

As we look at 2025 and beyond, we’re faced
with a federal administration that has put a
target on environmental regulation and
progress. In-state, we are working with a split
legislature who may not advance our
priorities. But our membership provides us
access to another group of people who have
strength in numbers: Michigan voters, those
people who can demand change in mass. 

This work is not just an arm of our
organization–it’s critical to achieve our
vision to establish Michigan as a national
environmental policy leader. We cannot
enact bold change without a movement 
of environmental and conservation
organizations helping to lead the charge. 

With each check mark in my little yellow
notebook, I know I’m doing my part in
answering the call for connection. 

I’ve got a little yellow notebook that’s been
designated for “special note-taking” and
travels with me wherever I go. It’s the kind of
notebook reserved for big thoughts,
important lists, favorite restaurants and the
stray sketch. 

On a coffee-splotched page about a quarter
of the way in, there’s a list of all our
Environmental Council members. When I
have the pleasure of connecting with a group
for one of our many projects–whether it be
conference planning, a feature editorial, a
collaborative video, or simply because
they’ve reached out–I put a checkmark and a
date next to that group’s name. 

This exercise is something that I learned
during my time working in K-12 education
advocacy. We had about 300 schools on our
membership list and compared our school
connection checklist at monthly meetings. 

At first I thought this task–and the idea of
building relationships as an organization-
wide priority–was daunting and
disconnected from my daily work.

But I did it, and boy did it pay off. Not only
was I better prepared to engage with our
members at events and through our
communications, but I watched our
membership weather a pandemic together
with grace, trust and confidence—all because
of the connection we had invested in.

Over the last several years, the
Environmental Council has had a similar
vision—reestablish ourselves as the nucleus
of Michigan’s impressive environmental
movement. To do that we not only needed 
to formalize our membership process and
grow the membership, but also establish
relationship-building as a core function for
how we operate as a whole. Last year, we
made impressive progress. 

We capped off 2024 with 105 dues-paying
members, following the launch of a new,
tiered membership program. We offered
groups the opportunity to become “Core
Members” at $250 in annual dues, or
“Movement Builders” at $500 in annual dues.
This was an increase in dues to previous
years, where they had been a flat $100. 

Photo courtesy of Grosse Ile Nature & Land Conservancy.

of connection
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48.1%

23.3%

10.4%

9.9%

5.1%

1.5%Grants with 2024 Restrictions
Grants for 2024 Operations
Donations
Endowment Support
Member Dues
Program & Service Fees
Interest & Misc. Income
Government Contracts & Fees

   TOTAL

R E V E N U E

$1,729,636
$183,083
$836,477
$355,822
$22,004
$41,555

$54,002
$372,153

$3,594,732

Personnel
Operations
Partner Grants
MPSC Interventions
Professional Fees
Travel & Events
Contingency Provisions

   TOTAL

E X P E N S E S

$1,752,955
$202,610
$138,500
$420,331

$656,037
$185,123

$0

$3,355,556

52.2%

19.6%

12.5%

6%

5.5%

4.1%

57.6%

18.4%

10.6%

7.2%

4.8%

1.5%

Unrestricted Cash
Grants Restricted Net Assets
Accounts Receivable
Other Current Assets
Building & Equipment Net-Unrestricted
Endowment Assets at Fair Market

   TOTAL

A S S E T S

$336,175
$1,298,811
$750,668
$103,684
$506,112

$4,073,474

$7,068,923

87.2%

6.9%
5.9%

42.6%

28.1%

24.8%
4.6%

Accounts Payable
Accrued Liabilities
Custodial Liabilities

   TOTAL Liabilities

Grant Restricted Net Assets
Endowment Net Assets
Total Unrestricted Net Assets
Net Surplus

L I A B I L I T I E S

$126,237
$108,503

$1,600,844

$1,835,585

$1,298,811
$2,227,181
$1,468,171
$239,176

TOTAL Net Assets
TOTAL Net Assets & Liabilities

$5,233,339
$7,068,923
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Financials Summary

2024 Statement of Activities 2024 Statement of Financial Position
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Our Donors

Grant Supporters

Annenberg Foundation/Metabolic
Studio
Crown Family Philanthropies
DTE Energy Foundation
Energy Foundation
Fred and Barbara Erb Family
    Foundation
The Joyce Foundation 
Kresge Foundation
Sally Mead Hands Foundation
Michigan Health Endowment Fund
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Movement Strategy Fund
Natural Resource Defense Council
United Healthcare
World Resources Institute

Donors - $20,000+

Alliance for Sustainable Energy, LLC
Cameron Clyde Fund
Conrail
DTE Energy Company
Scott and Lanette Van Wagenen

Donors - $10,000-$19,999

Alliance for the Great Lakes
Kalsec, Inc.
Jim & Chris MacInnes
Denis Pierce
The Elizabeth, Allan & Warren
    Shelden Fund
Honorable Rebekah Warren
Honorable Alma Wheeler Smith

Donors - $5,000-$9,999

Joe & Maria Bower
Richard & Mary Bower
Cherry Republic
Steve & Judy Dobson
Myers Family Foundation
Schupan Recycling
Thomas Schupbach & Kathy Songer
Conan Smith
TOMRA
Troposphere Legal
Ralph C Wilson, Jr Foundation

Donors - $1,000-$4,999

5 Lakes Energy
Lisa & James Baker
BFK Foundation
Elaine Biddle
Thomas Black
The Block Foundation
Janis Bobrin & Michael Allemang
Donald Brown
Douglas & Susan Burns
Charles & Susan Buxton
Capitol National Bank
Columbia Asset Management
Larry Deck & Patricia Frey
Detroit Zoological Society
Lauren Dey
Paul Dimond
Dusty Fancher & David Kletke
El Toro IP Targeting/Meyer
    Consulting LLC
Juanita Evans
Marty Fluharty

We appreciate the generous donors who supported us in 2024.
Your partnership makes our work possible!

Jim Frey & Lisa Brush
Carol Gagliardi & Dave Flesher
Kathleen Glass
Christopher & Elaine Graham
Christine & Philip Green
Green Brick Foundation
Steve & Sheila Hamp
Malcolm & Pat Hickok
Paul & Nancy Hillegonds
John Hunting
Paula Jo & James Kemler
Thomas Kinnear
Honorable Donna Lasinski
James G. Leaf & Elizabeth
    Goodenough
David & Louise Lutton
Bruce Martin & Vicki Nelson
Meijer Inc.
Michigan Lakes & Streams
    Association
The Nature Conservancy
Jill & Thomas Newhouse
Newman Family Foundation
Arthur Nusbaum
Mark & Suzann Ogland-Hand
Oil & Water Don't Mix
Kris Olsson & David Moran
Dennis Pace & Anne Grofvert
Michael Penskar & Maureen Martin
Petoskey Plastics
Dave Phipps & Mary Buzard
Honorable Lana & Henry Pollack
John Pollack & Allie Dorsky
Polly Products
Public Sector Consultants
Richard Rediske

ACCESS
Vic & Michelle Adamo
Adobe Inc.
Adrian Dominican Sisters
Patricia & Scott Baldwin
Jan Benson & Nancy Whitelaw
Lauren Bigelow
Gretchen & Ben Birkbeck
Carol Brand
Margaret Buttenheim
Susan Callahan
Charitable Adult Rides & 
    Services, Inc.
James Clift & Wendi Tilden
Tom Cook
William Henry Craig
Sandy & Jerry Draheim
Claudine Farrand
FOR Investment Partners
Friends of the Detroit River
Brewster & Anne Gere
Great Lakes Mediation
The Greening of Detroit
GSO Solutions
Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes
    Coalition
Huron River Watershed Council
Larry Junck & Robbi Duda
Rachel Kaplan
Judy & Steve Kesler
Jeannine LaPrad & David Dickinson
Maner Costerisan
Bob Martel & Lisa Sessa
Pat & Carolyn McNamara
Michigan Agri-Business Association
Kate Miller

Donors - additional supporters

Porter Abbott
Bonnie Adair
Britany Affolter-Caine
Carolyn Artman
Richard Barron
Jon Beard
De'Shondria Bedenfield
Alisha Bell
Jim Bergman & Penny Hommel
Mike Berkowitz
Terese & Corey Bertcher
Catherine Birkbeck
Marcus Bodner
Mark Brewer
James & Shelia Bridenstine
Beau Brockett Jr.
Joan Chadde
Sue & Richard Chase
Liesl Clark
Clinton River Watershed Council
Rob & Diane Collier
Congregation of the Sisters of 
    St. Joseph
Chris & Ryan Costa
Cranbrook Educational Community
Pat & Charles Cubbage
James & Cynthia D'Amour
Robert Ddamulira
Elizabeth Del Buono

Tricia Denton
Melissa DeSimone
Lynsii Dietrich
Suzanne Dixon
Ben Dueweke
Sarah Earley
Tim Eder
Debra Edson
Bashir El-Khoury
Erb Institute, University of Michigan
Mike Farrell
Martha Fleischman
Bruce & Mary Sue Forni
Katie Fournier
Mary Fredricks
Deborah Freer
Friends of the Rouge
Carol Furtado
David Gard & Gwen Wittenbaum
Brian & Karen Gavin
Marilyn & Robert Geil
Dom Groenveld
David & Dottie Gubow
Stephen Hamilton
Richard Hansen
Bendek Hansen
Galen Hardy
John Hartig
Healthy Pine River
Joel Heeres
Vicky Henry & John Kerr
Steve Herrell
Jim Hewitt
Phyllis Higman
Andy Hoffman
Andrew & Terry Hogarth
Richard A. Horvitz
David Howell
Dohn & Sally Hoyle
Joel Huber
Edith Hurst
Nina Ignaczak
Kyle & Win Irwin
Gilda Jacobs
Mark & Cheryl Jenness
Lynn Jondahl & Judith Martin
Norman & Barbro Jung
David & Mary Ann Justin
Tess & Kip Karwoski
Barbara Kessler & Richard Soble
Joan Khaled
Jeffrey Kingzett
Arminda Koch
Christine Kosmowski
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Donors - $500-$999

National Parks Conservation
    Association
National Wildlife Federation
Novi Energy
Alicia Ping
Jennifer Poteat & Michael Staebler
Steven & Robin Read
Jerome Reide
Frank & Diane Ruswick
Horst Schmidt
Larry Schmitt
Sandra Sorini Elser
Sustainable Business Network 
    of Detroit
Matthew Swanson & Cindy Visscher
Ann Taylor-Pratt & Evan Pratt
Grant & Mary Trigger
Laura & Tom Trudeau
University of Michigan School of
    Environment & Sustainability
West Michigan Environmental
    Action Council

Bonnie Reece
Brandon Riley
Tara Smith
Jay Spencer
Timon Tesar
U-M Graham Sustainability Institute
    & Water Center
Marianne Udow-Phillips & 
    Bill Phillips
Margaret & Leonard Weber
Honorable Nancy Wheeler
Emma White Research
Jeff Williams & Joy Whitten
Anne & Tom Woiwode
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Donors - additional supporters (continued)

Ann Kraft
Jann & Gary Krupa
Elizabeth Kuelbs
Joan La Mourie
Rex LaMore
Shannon Lau
Ted & Wendy Lawrence
Erma Leaphart
Christine Lindeman
Christina Macholan
Eric Mackres
Ian Magnuson
Masonry Accessories Inc.
David Maturen
Griff & Patricia McDonald
Mike & Lynn McIntosh
Jennifer McKay
Jean McLaren & John Nitschke
Sarah McLusky
James Meenahan
Rebecca Mehall
Grace Menzel & JB McCombs
Harvey Michaels
Michigan Association of Railroad
    Passengers
Michigan Recycling Coalition
Michigan Resource Stewards
Michigan Saves
Krista Mickelson Beauchnau
William Milliken Jr.
Charles Monsma
Emily Newhouse
Emily Nietering
Margaret O'Dell & Alexander Sharp
Honorable Julie Rogers & Ed Orloff
Oryana Community Co-op
Carol Paine-McGovern & 
    Terry McGovern
Maggie Pallone
Robert Parrish
Patty & William Peek
Latonia Phillips
Ann Pylman
Mozhgon Rajaee
Claudia Rast
Bill Rastetter & Cary Weed
Sean Ray
Debra Reid
Reware Vintage LLC
Elizabeth & Chris Riggs
Bradley Ropp
William Rustem
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Alice & Daniel Rustmann
David Rutledge
Philip Sands & Gina McGovern
Eric & Nancy Schertzing
Paul Schutt & Grace Wang
Gregory Seaman & Heather
    McNamara
Ingrid & Cliff Sheldon
John Shreves
Mike Shriberg
Dana Smith
Robert & Susan Soderstrom
David Stead
David & Alison Swan
Michael Tolonen
Mary & Ronald Tonneberger
Kathryn Upton
Jacalyn Vanlerberghe
John Viera
Bruce Wallace & Susie Cannell
Sean Walser
Anna Warren & John Warren Jr.
Mary & Jim White
D Wilson
Natalie Winter
E. Gabriel Works
Tracy Zeman & Matthew Read
Sharon & Anthony Zoars

Alliance for the Great Lakes
AFFEW: Friends for the Environment
ACCESS
Adrian Dominican Sisters
Alliance to Halt Fermi 3
Anglers of the Au Sable
Beaver Island Conservancy
Bees in the D
Citizens for a Clean & Safe Lake Superior
Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination
Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Clean Water Action - Michigan
CLEARCorps Detroit
Clinton River Watershed Council
Coalition to Save the Menominee River
Council of the Great Lakes Region
Detroit 2030 District
Detroit Bird Alliance
Detroit Greenways Coalition
Detroit Riverfront Conservancy
Detroit Wayne County Port Authority
Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice
East Michigan Environmental Action Council
Ecology Center
Environmentally Concerned Citizens of  
  South Central Michigan
Evergreen Action
FLOW (For Love of Water)
Friends of the Detroit River
Friends of the Jordan River Watershed
Friends of the Rouge
Friends of the St. Clair River
Grand Rapids Climate Coalition
Great Lakes Council of Fly Fishers International
Great Lakes Environmental Law Center
Great Lakes Mediation
Green Elk Rapids
Grosse Isle Nature and Land Conservancy
Groundwork Center for Resilient Communities
Healthy Pine River
Huron River Watershed Council
Hydrate Detroit
Izaak Walton League – Dwight Lydell Chapter
Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition
Kalamazoo River Watershed Council
Keweenaw Green Burial Alliance
League of Michigan Bicyclists
League of Women Voters of Michigan
Legacy Land Conservancy
Lone Tree Council
Make Food Not Waste
Michigan Association of Land Banks

Michigan Audubon
Michigan Botanical Society
Michigan Citizens Against Toxic Substances
Michigan Climate Action Network
Michigan Clinicians for Climate Action
Michigan Energy Options
Michigan Interfaith Power & Light, Capital Area Chapter
Michigan Lakes & Streams Association
Michigan League of Conservation Voters Education Fund
Michigan Microplastics Coalition
Michigan Nurses Association
Michigan Organic Food & Farm Alliance
Michigan Recycling Coalition
Michigan Resource Stewards
Michigan Trout Unlimited
Michigan Waterfront Alliance
Mid-Michigan Environmental Action Council
Midwest Building Decarbonizations Coalition
Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance
Mighty Earth
National Parks Conservation Association
Newaygo County Environmental Coalition
Northern Michigan Environmental Action Council
Oxfam America
PFAS Alliance
Planet Detroit
Plymouth Pollinators
Rails to Trails Conservancy
Rouge River Watershed Partners
Saginaw Community Alliance for the People
Sahayata Balamitra Charitable Trust
Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance
Scenic Michigan
Sierra Club Michigan Chapter
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision
Superior Watershed Partnership
Take Action Global
The Conservancy Initiative
The Stewardship Network
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council
Transportation Riders United
Treeline Conservancy
Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition
Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy
Van Buren Climate Action Team
Voices for Carbon Neutrality
West Michigan Environmental Action Council
Zero Waste Detroit
ZeroWaste.Org

Our Members




