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Renewal
For more than 40 years, the Michigan Environmental Council has served as a
balanced, trusted advocate for the environment in Lansing. In that time we’ve
built a reputation as our state’s most credible champion for policies that
protect the air we breathe, the water we drink and the places we love. We’ve
secured powerful laws to combat lead poisoning, advance the transition to
clean energy, prioritize the fight against climate change and more.

But in recent decades, we also saw
backsliding on critical protections that
have left our lakes plagued with algal
blooms, our cities and hometowns
inundated with toxic air, and the agencies
charged with protecting our natural
resources unable to make and enforce
critical rules.

Each year, the stakes get higher. The
climate crisis is worsening. And the very
resources that define Pure Michigan we
now find tainted by PFAS, microplastics,
litter, smoke and soot.

To face up to these challenges, the
Environmental Council began a bold
transformation in 2023. Our Board adopted
a visionary strategy to make our state a
national environmental leader again. 

This strategy is rooted in rapidly
expanding, strengthening and mobilizing
Michigan’s network of environmental
advocates—the goal is hundreds of
environmental and conservation
organizations working together to show
decision-makers the strength of our
movement. 

Together we will build powerful coalitions
to drive policy forward. We’ll share
compelling stories and craft unusually
effective campaigns that draw in the many
Michiganders who care for and want to
protect our state. As our movement grows
in force, our state will once again offer
unparalleled stewardship of our land, air
and water.

We are grateful to the 108 individuals who
helped craft this vision and strategy, and
we can already see the excitement it is
generating as membership in the
Environmental Council has added some 25
organizations, reaching now from Detroit
to the Menominee River. 

You may have noticed we have a new,
fresh look: our logomark was strategically
designed to connect with Michigan’s rich
ecological history while honoring our
diverse, interconnected network of allies. 

Together we helped pass landmark climate
legislation. That was closely followed by
legislation to protect our children from the
impacts of lead poisoning by ensuring
they aren’t exposed to toxins in their
drinking water and in their homes. These
projects were decades in the making.

Michigan is home to globally rare and
precious natural resources. As stewards of
this land and water, we have an
opportunity to lead the nation in powerful
environmental protections that combat
climate change, sustain modern
communities and empower every family to
thrive. 

Our movement champions smart, sound
solutions to environmental challenges, and
we drive those policies forward at the
state Capitol, ensuring a healthy and
sustainable future for every place, every
species and every Michigander.

And best of all, we’re
watching the policy victories
mount up.
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To see all that’s been done, we need to look
back to the families who never stopped
voicing their worries; to the scientists who
tested and sleuthed; and to the people who
took to the Michigan Capitol.

That last group is the Michigan Alliance for
Lead Safe Homes, or MIALSH, organized by
the Environmental Council. On April 25,
2014, planning for its Lead Education Day
was in full swing. The parents, health
professionals and housing advocates that
made up its members were preparing to
talk to lawmakers about the threats of lead
poisoning and solutions to it.

Awareness of lead poisoning had been a
relatively sleepy issue since the 1970s,
when lead paint was banned. Back then,
most kids had high levels of the toxic metal
in their blood. In the decades following,
levels drastically dropped but thousands of
children were still being poisoned each
year across Michigan thanks, in part, to the
millions of homes built before the ban.

The Flint Water Crisis brought lead
poisoning back to the forefront of the
American mind. MIALSH helped Michigan
lawmakers understand it.

T R A G E D Y

On April 25, 2014, Flint residents
turned their faucets on and
nothing was ever the same.

That day, their city switched to a temporary
water source. In the ensuing months, dangerous
things began to flow into homes: E. coli, total
coliform bacteria and lead. Lots of lead.
Children were poisoned. Their mental, social
and emotional development was stunted.

Ten years later and the Flint Water Crisis is
arguably seen as the largest public health
disaster of 21st-century America. While it has
since ended, scars and suffering remain. But so
does progress. Lots of it.

“When we first started, the vast majority of
lawmakers thought lead poisoning was a thing
of the past or a problem limited to our big
cities," said Tina Reynolds (Wahl), the
Environmental Council's founding MIALSH
organizer, in 2015. "Now, state leaders from
every corner of Michigan are tuning into this
issue and looking for updates on progress
being made in their districts.”

Tune in they did. Spurred by MIALSH's
constant, educational and personal approach,
lawmakers slowly made a state infamous for
lead poisoning to one that was leading the way
on ending it. At the height of the Flint Water
Crisis, the nation's strongest lead limit for
drinking water was set. Millions of dollars were
secured over the years for home remediation. 

Then, in 2023, a double whammy. Michigan
became the tenth state to add lead tests to all
children's checkup routines—a top priority of
MIALSH. Then, it became the first state to
eliminate the threat of lead-laden drinking
water by committing to install filters in all
schools and childcare centers. States and
cities across the nation took notice and are
introducing similar legislation.

Taken all together, Michigan's laws
work to find and eliminate all
sources of lead poisoning and to
treat children already affected
early and swiftly.

"There has not been a bigger moment in the
lead poisoning fight since lead paint was
banned 45 years ago," said Charlotte Jameson,
chief policy officer for the Environmental
Council, after the latest laws passed.
"Momentum is on our side. We can make lead
poisoning history, not current reality."

That is still our goal. We are closer than ever
to eliminating lead's threat. MIALSH and the
Environmental Council are working hard to
expand the workforce and funding for home
remediation and to quickly get sick children
the care they need. Legislation has already
been introduced with bipartisan support.

Ten years after the Flint Water Crisis, we're
turning Michigan from a tragedy into
something exemplary. 

By: Beau Brockett Jr.

In October 2023, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed
landmark legislation to ensure all Michigan toddlers will
be tested for lead poisoning. 

Leading through
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As our ecosystem grows and unites around
common policy goals, we can advocate more
effectively using our shared influence to make
policy makers understand this: to take on
Michigan’s environment is to take on a
formidable movement. 

Over the last two years, our members have
asked for one thing above all else: connection.
Varying in size and resources and dispersed
across the state from the tip of the U.P. to our
southern state line, our movement needs fast
and effective avenues to ask questions, share
good news and amplify action. 

That’s why we created the Michigan ECOSystem
—a private, digital community built exclusively
for Michigan environmental and conservation
organizations (ECOs) and facilitated by the
Environmental Council. This new tool enables us
to share real-time legislative updates as policy
unfolds in the Capitol, while also offering our
members direct lines of communication to us
and to one another.

While the ECOSystem grows and creates new
opportunities for collaboration, our team is hard
at work strengthening relationships and building
new ones on the ground.

Like an ancient memory kept
alive through tradition and
renewal, the Petoskey stone
anchors us in Michigan’s rich
ecological history. 

Coral, the ancient organism fossilized in these
stones, is a communal creature. Each polyp is
independent but genetically familiar, cemented
to one another in solidarity. Each generation
builds on the past one to form a bulwark—a reef
—that protects a coast, provides safe haven for
countless species, defies the relentless
onslaught of the waves. 

Our own community of advocates stands in
unwavering pursuit of environmental protection
for each and every Michigander—and that
community is growing in both size and impact. 

In 2023 our Environmental Council membership
grew beyond 100 organizations. Considering the
fact that our “council” began as just a handful of
nonprofits, this is a big moment.

In the Upper Peninsula, Movement Building
Coordinator Abby Wallace is mobilizing a team of
ECOs to address the serious energy challenges in
our state’s most rural area. In Southeast Michigan,
our Detroit team is leading the Detroit
Environmental Agenda and reestablishing critical
relationships with our environmental justice allies. 

These connections are laying the foundation for a
highly effective movement and are helping to
propel big wins like the landmark climate and lead
legislation passed in 2023.

And as we look to uplift our policy efforts, we also
recognize that our movement is strongest when
equipped with the tools it needs to drive real work
in our communities. 

In 2023 alone, the Environmental
Council successfully shared
$363,100 with members via pass-
through grants.

Collaborative projects tackled issues from energy
reliability in rural communities to addressing air
quality for our children through school bus
electrification to tackling Areas of Concern.

Just as ecosystems in nature comprise
interconnected elements, our ECOSystem
represents a network of individuals, organizations
and communities working harmoniously to
address environmental challenges and promote
positive change here in Michigan.

But our work is not done. In 2024, we look forward
to growing our membership even more; Our first
annual ECOSystems Conference—a gathering built
by and for our members—will commence. And
we’ll continue to pursue new ways to support the
ongoing efforts of our movement. 

By: Grace Noyola
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It has enabled our policy priorities to become
the law of the land: 

Every one- and two-year-old child in the state
will now be tested for lead poisoning. Every
school and community center will be outfitted
with drinking water filters to protect kids from
lead and PFAS. More than $800 million will help
build healthy affordable housing.

That is, in part, because advocates like you
understand how important it is to have a
consistent professional presence in the state
Capitol defending our environment. Polluters
and people who would trade public health for
profits were there every day. 

Thanks to your support, so were we.

Philanthropy has emerged as a
powerful force for positive
change in a world where global
challenges are abound.  

And although it’s most often associated with
financial donations, its true power lies in its
ability to drive systemic change, address
complex social issues and strengthen
communities. 

Philanthropy possesses a transformative
power that involves a deep commitment to
social change, leveraging financial resources,
knowledge skills, networks and innovation. 

Among the reasons for our state’s hope are
the many ways you, our friends and donors,
support us. 

By: Dana C. Moore, MA, CNP & Joe Bower

Tom Schupbach and Kathy Songer have supported
us for seven years. In this time, he has come to
know our staff, programs and impact—and his
investment has grown accordingly.

Like you, Tom loves this place that we call ‘home’
and is passionate about protecting it.

Q: Why are you passionate about the
environment?

A:  I have had an interest in the out of doors since
childhood. Family vacations to northern Michigan
were certainly the beginning. Can there be a better
introduction to nature than the woods, lakes and
streams of northern Michigan? How many adults
can trace their value of nature to those childhood
experiences?

Q: What most excites you about what we’re
doing at the Environmental Council? 

A: I am always impressed with your priorities. No
organization has the depth and breadth when it
comes to environmental issues in Michigan. Your
programs focus on all the citizens of Michigan
from Detroit to the Keweenaw, from wilderness
areas to urban spaces, and from PFAS to
passenger trains.

Q: Why is right now a critical moment for
advocates to support organizations like ours?

A: The Environmental Council understands
Michigan’s environmental history. They remind us
of our leadership on environmental issues. They
help us remember who we are and how we can
move forward. As this century continues to unfold
with the complex threats of climate change, there
is not a more timely need to support action on
these issues. 

We are deeply grateful for Tom, Kathy and
all of you who have been and continue to
be our friends and benefactors over these
years.

As the stakes continue to rise in the fight
against climate change, we must equip
ourselves with the resources to enact a
bold environmental agenda. We simply
cannot do that without your support and
without growing our supporter base.

Greatness is in our nature. And our
greatest promise is our partnership with
you. We thank you and invite you to
continue on this journey with us as we
work tirelessly to champion lasting
protections for Michigan’s air, our water
and the places we love. 

Tom Schupbach and Kathy Songer near their home in
Roscommon County.
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F I N A N C I A L S
S U M M A R Y
2023 Statement of Activities

GRANTS WITH 2023 RESTRICTIONS
GRANTS WITH 2024 OPERATIONS
DONATIONS
ENDOWMENT SUPPORT
MEMBER DUES
PROGRAM & SERVICE FEES
INTEREST & MISC. INCOME
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS & FEES

TOTAL

revenue
$1,895,243
$780,000
$445,463
$392,500

$5,453
$4,513 

$52,394
$180,073

$3,755,639

PERSONNEL
OPERATIONS
PARTNER GRANTS
MPSC INTERVENTIONS
PROFESSIONAL FEES
TRAVEL & EVENTS
CONTINGENCY PROVISIONS

TOTAL

expenses
$1,404,926

$184,348
$264,258
$175,560
$318,495

$56,745
$100,010

$2,504,342

2023 Statement of Financial Position

UNRESTRICTED CASH
GRANT RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
OTHER CURRENT ASSETS
BUILDING & EQUIPMENT 
  NET-UNRESTRICTED
ENDOWMENT ASSETS 
  AT FAIR MARKET

TOTAL ASSETS

assets
$995,551

$1,351,356
$786,550
$147,694
$472,383

$2,711,062

$6,464,596

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
ACCRUED LIABILITIES
CUSTODIAL LIABILITIES 
TOTAL LIABILITIES
GRANT RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
ENDOWMENT NET ASSETS
TOTAL UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
NET SURPLUS

TOTAL NET ASSETS
TOTAL NET ASSETS & LIABILITIES

liabilities
$28,838
$93,195

$1,295,054
$1,417,087
$1,351,357
$2,227,181

$217,674
$1,251,297

$5,047,509
$6,464,596
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Our donors
G R A N T  S U P P O R T E R S

Alliance for the Great Lakes
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan
Crown Family Philanthropies
The Energy Foundation
Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family
Foundation
The Joyce Foundation
Kresge Foundation
Michigan Health Endowment Fund
Movement Strategy Center
Porter Family Foundation
Rocket Community Fund
Sally Mead Hands Foundation
World Resources Institute

D O N O R S  -  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 +

Conrail
National Renewable Energy
Laboratory
Scott and Lanette Van Wagenen

D O N O R S  -  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 1 9 , 9 9 9

Joan Binkow
The Elizabth, Allan and Warren
Shelden Fund
Kalsec, Inc.
Alicia Ping
Honorable Alma Wheeler Smith
Honorable Rebekah Warren

D O N O R S  -  
$ 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 , 9 9 9

Gretchen and Ben Birkbeck
Cherry Republic
Steve and Judith Dobson
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Schupan Recycling
Thomas Schupbach and 
  Kathy Songer
Conan Smith
TOMRA North America
Trout Guerillas Fund
Honorable Nancy Wheeler

D O N O R S  -  
$ 1 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9

Anglers of the Au Sable
Margaret Baxter
BFK Foundation
Elaine Biddle
Thomas Black and Marsha
  Ackermann
Janis Bobrin and Michael Allemang
Joe and Maria Bower
Richard and Mary Bower
Donald Brown
Charles and Susan Buxton
Columbia Asset Management
Martha Darling and Gilbert Omenn
Larry Deck and Patricia Frey
Tracy Dobson and Oscar Kent
Dr. Michael Dorsey
Juanita Evans
Marty Fluharty
Bruce and Dale Frankel
Carol Gagliardi and Dave Flesher
Kathleen Glass

We appreciate the generous donors that supported us in 2023.
Your partnership makes our work possible!

Christopher and Elaine Graham
Peter Granda
Christine and Philip Green
Steve and Sheila Hamp
Hessling Family Fund
Paul and Nancy Hillegonds
John Hunting
Huron-Clinton Metroparks
Cynthia Kamp
Paula Jo Kemler
Thomas Kinnear
James G. Leaf and Elizabeth
Goodenough
Jim and Chris MacInnes
Michigan Trout Unlimited
Robert Murillo
Arthur Nusbaum
Mark and Suzann Ogland-Hand
Dennis Pace and Anne Grofvert
Michael Penskar and Maureen Martin
Petoskey Plastics
Denis Pierce
Lana and Henry Pollack
Public Sector Consultants
Steven and Robin Read
Bonnie Reece
Horst Schmidt
Christopher Smith
Marilyn and George Stephan
Timon Tesar
Jeff Snyder
Savannah Trottier
Susan Ford
Selma Tucker
Marianne Udow-Phillips
  and Bill Phillips
Emily VandenBoom
James Warner and Judith Wells
Leonard and Margaret Weber
Emma White
Anne and Tom Woiwode

D O N O R S  -  
$ 5 0 0 - $ 9 9 9

Vic and Michelle Adamo
Lisa and James Baker
Jan Benson and Nancy Whitelaw
Lauren Bigelow
Bullard Center for Environmental and     
  Climate Justice
Margaret Buttenheim

Susan Callahan
John and Patricia Carver
James Clift and Wendi Tilden
William Henry Craig
Kathryn and Michael DeNitto
Katherine and Mike DiClaudio
Christine Doby
Sandy and Jerry Draheim
Stephen and Janine Easter
Friends of the Detroit River
Emily and Frank Gobright
Great Lakes Mediation
Dom Groenveld
Malcolm and Pat Hickok
John Hieftje and Kathryn Goodson
Dr. Kent and Dr. Mary Johnson
Judy Judd
Kaats Water Conditioning, Inc.
Rachel Kaplan
Judy and Steve Kesler
Make Food Not Waste
Maner Costerian
Bob Martel and Lisa Sessa
Jeffrey Masters
Pat and Carolyn McNamara
Meijer
Michigan Agri-Business Association
Michigan Democratic Party 
  Rural Caucus
Michigan Saves
Michigan State University
National Wildlife Federation 
  Great Lakes Regional Center
Jill and Thomas Newhouse
Novi Energy
Oil & Water Don't Mix
Kris Olsson and David Moran
Planet Detroit
John Pollack and Allie Dorsky
Tom Porter
Jennifer Poteat and Michael Staebler
Amy Schulz
Tara Smith
Sandra Sorini Elser
Southwest Detroit 
  Environmental Vision
Matthew Swanson and 
  Cindy Visscher
Ann Taylor-Pratt and Evan Pratt
Grant and Mary Trigger
Jeff Williams and Joy Whitten
William Wood

D O N O R S  -  
A D D I T I O N A L
S U P P O R T E R S

Porter Abbott
Dina Abdulla
Gretchen Abrams
ACCESS
David Ackley
Adrian Dominican Sisters
Amazon Smile Foundation
American Forests
Teal Amore
Bradley Anderson
DaeSean Ashby
Karen Athan
Patricia and Scott Baldwin
Paul Banner
Richard Barron
Sister Joan Baustian, OP
Margery Beardsley
De'Shondria Bedenfield
Jessica Bell
Jim Bergman and Penny Hommel
Terese and Corey Bertcher
Scott Bertschy and Jean Hansen
Sarah Birkbeck
Tom and Molly Bissonnette
Constance Boris
Carol Brand
Mark Brewer
Beau Brockett
Barbara and David Brose
Anne Brown
Linda Bruin
Dr. Bunyan Bryant and Jean Carlberg
James Bull
Sr. Paula Cathcart, IHM and 
  Sr. Gloria Rivera, IHM
Tina Catron
Joan Chadde
Ms. Julia Chambers
Kay Chase
Sue and Richard Chase
Barbara and Gabe Cherem
Civil & Environmental Consultants
Liesl Clark
Rob and Diane Collier
Barbara Cone
Susan Conger
Congregation of the Sisters of 
  St. Joseph
Keith Cooley

Chris and Ryan Costa
Mitchell Courier
John Covert
Pat and Charles Cubbage
Catherine Daligga
Debra Edson
Tricia Denton
Detroit 2030 District
Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority
Detroiters Working for
  Environmental Justice 
Laprisha Daniels
Lynsii Dietrich
Suzanne Dixon
Brian Doyle
Ecology Center
Katherine Dwyer
Lara Edwards
Michael Eliasohn
Ellen Elliott Weatherbee and 
  Jack LaBossiere
Mike Farrell
Elizabeth and Matt Fedorchuk
Steve and Connie Ferguson
John Flaherty
Dawn Fleming
Betsy Foote and Tom Gebhardt
Bruce and Mary Sue Forni
Four-M Associates
Mary Fredricks
Mary Frey
Friends of Lake Allegan
Friends of the Rouge
Karen Hanna, Herman Jenkins 
  and Sally Petrella
David Gard and Gwen Wittenbaum
Jen and Brad Garmon
Brian and Karen Gavin
Marilyn and Robert Geil
Give Lively Foundation
George and Phyllis Googasian
James Gray
Nicki Griffith
David and Dottie Gubow
Hugh and Daphne Gurney
Marie Haddock
Stephen Hamilton
Bendek Hansen
Richard Hansen
Judy Harris
Susan Harrison and Jeffrey Price
John Hartig
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Celeste McClellan and Barbara Zmich
Marie McCormick
Griff and Patricia McDonald
Christy McGillivray
Sharon McGladdery
Mike and Lynn McIntosh
Jennifer McKay
Jean McLaren and John Nitschke
James Meenahan
Rebecca Mehall
Harvey Michaels
Michigan Association of 
  Railroad Passengers
Michigan Audubon
Michigan Electric Vehicle Alliance
Michigan Organic Food and 
  Farm Alliance
Michigan Recycling Coalition
Michigan Resource Stewards
Wanda Miller
Richard Miller
Brenda Millett
William Milliken Jr.
Andrew Mitchell
Sue Monaghan
Leah Monger
Charles Monsma
MowGreenMow, LLC.
Cristen Mushong
Robert and Anita Naftaly
National Parks Conservation
  Association
Jan Nies and Tom Yarnall
Deirdre Nieves
Graciela Noyola
Margaret O'Dell and Alexander Sharp
Virginia Orabone
Oryana Community Co-op
James and Emily Ostrowski
Louise Ott
Markley Paddock
Carol Paine-McGovern and Terry
McGovern
Robert Parrish
Walter Pascal
Sam Passmore and Kelly Thomas
Patty and William Peek
Parker Pennington
Joyce Petrakovitz
Latonia Phillips
Amber Pietraszewski
Public Schools of Petoskey
Jeffrey Leslie
Mozhgon Rajaee

Claudia Rast
Bill Rastetter
Barbara Reed
Mary Ann Renz
Mark Richardson
David Richter
Liv Rollinger
Emily Rollins
Daniel Rustmann
Frank Ruswick
Sahayata Balamitra Charitable Trust
Philip Sands
John Sarver
Charles Schlinger
Gregory Seaman
Michele Shafer
John Shreves
Sandra Simon
Gary Siorek
Tom and Ruth Small
Jack Smiley
Robb Smith
Daniel Sommerville
Soulardarity
Jonathan Stephens
Storylicious
Lois Swartzell
James Sweeton
June Thaden
The Stewardship Network
Thomas Elizabeth Griffith Fund
Megan Throm
Michael Tolonen
Mary and Ronald Tonneberger
Transportation Riders United
Kathryn Upton
Jacalyn Vanlerberghe
Karen Wachs
Kim Waldo and Mary Nehra Waldo
Bruce Wallace and Susie Cannell
Renee V. Wallace
Anna Warren and John Warren Jr.
Vickie Wellman and Ian Macgregor
Deanah and John White
Mary and Jim White
Thomas Wilczak
Natalie Winter
Nelson Wolf
E. Gabriel Works
Roger Wykes II
Tracy Zeman and Matthew Read
Sharon and Anthony Zoars
Gretchen and George Zuiderveen

P R O T E C T I N G  T H E

air we breathe,
water we drink,and places we love

Healthy Pine River
Joel Heeres
Caleb Henning
Vicky Henry and John Kerr
Steve Herrell
Jim Hewitt
Arthur Hirsch
Susan Hoffman
Norman and Patricia Hogikyan
Richard Horvitz
Hon. Marcia Hovey-Wright
Dohn and Sally Hoyle
Joel Huber
Kristin Huntoon
Huron River Watershed Council
Edith Hurst
Nina Ignaczak
Don Inman and Virginia Pierce
Irish Boat Shop
Kyle and Win Irwin
George Jackson
Gilda Jacobs
Lynn Jondahl and Judith Martin
Norman and Barbro Jung
David and Mary Ann Justin
Tess and Kip Karwoski
Adam Kennedy and Sheri Rhoads
Anna Kennedy
Barbara Kessler and Richard Soble
Ms. Joan Khaled
Tim Killeen
Jeffrey Kingzett
Caitlin Kirby
Christine Kosmowski
Ann Kraft
Gale Kramer
Robert Krzewinski and Sally Lunn
Leigh and Dan Kubiak
Kathleen and Joseph Kubis
Joan La Mourie
Rex LaMore
Jeannine LaPrad and David Dickinson
Pamela and Lee Larson
Myra Larson
Ted and Wendy Lawrence
Jerold and Judie Lax
Carrie Leach
Erma Leaphart
Susan Lebovits
Tara Lees
Christina Macholan
David Maturen
Olivia Maynard
Ms. Mary Mazur




